DISCLAIMER
This el ectronic version of an SCC order is for informational purposes only
and is not an official docunment of the Commr ssion. An official copy may be
obtained fromthe Clerk of the Comm ssion, Docunent Control Center.

COMVONVEALTH OF VI RGI NI A
STATE CORPORATI ON COWM SSI ON
AT RICHMOND, JULY 12, 2001
APPLI CATI ON OF
COLUMBI A GAS OF VIRA NI A, | NC. CASE NO. PUE010350
To Extend Custoner

CHO CE™ Pi | ot Program

ORDER FOR NOTI CE

On June 14, 2001, Colunbia Gas of Virginia, Inc.
("Col unmbi a" or "Conpany") applied for authority to offer its
Customer CHO CE™ program after Cctober 1, 2001. The Conpany
proposes to continue Custoner CHO CEuntil the earlier of the
date a permanent programis inplenented or Cctober 1, 2002.

Col unmbi a's Customer CHO CE™ is a voluntary experinent using
speci al rates approved pursuant 8§ 56-234 of the Code of
Virginia. Custonmer CHO CE™ offers the Conpany's residential and
smal | general service customers in the Gainesville area the
opportunity to purchase fromindependent nmarketers natural gas,
whi ch Col unbi a delivers under ternms and conditions approved by
t he Conm ssi on.

The Commi ssion first authorized Custoner CHO CESY then
cal l ed Commonweal th Choice, for the period Cctober 1, 1997,

t hrough October 1, 1999. Commopnwealth Gas Services, Inc., Case

No. PUE970455, 1997 S.C.C. Ann. Rep. 417. W subsequently


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

extended the term nation date to October 1, 2000. Col unbia Gas

of Virginia, Inc., Case No. PUE990245, 1999 S.C.C. Ann. Rep.

476. The term nation date was then extended to October 1, 2001.

Colunbia Gas of Virginia, Inc., Case No. PUE000284, Order

Granting Application of Septenber 18, 2000.

The Conpany now seeks authorization to extend again the
termnation date. According to its application, Colunbia
expects to file a plan for inplenmenting retail gas supply choice
as authorized by 8 56-235.8 of the Code of Virginia, which would
repl ace the experinmental program Custonmer CHO CE™™ In this
application, Col unbia proposes to continue Custonmer CHO CESM from
October 1, 2001, to the earlier of the date the Conmi ssion
approves its retail gas supply plan or Cctober 1, 2002.

I n support of continuation, Colunbia notes inits
application that, of approximately 37,000 eligible custoners,
over 6,000 participated in Custonmer CHO CE®as of May 22, 2001.
Conti nuing the voluntary experinment would, in the Conpany's
vi ew, avoid custoner confusion and disruption. Colunbia also
sees continuation of the experinent as an opportunity to coll ect
addi ti onal dat a.

It appears fromthe application that Col unbia proposes to
of fer Custoner CHO CE™ under the terns and conditions previously
approved by the Comm ssion with one exception. The Conpany has

proposed revised tariff |language to clarify the billing cycle



for custonmers enrolling and | eaving Custonmer CHO CE™™ The program
woul d continue to be available in the Gainsville area.

As provided by 8 56-234 of the Code, the Comm ssion may
approve voluntary rate design tests or experinents involving
special rates after finding such experinents will further the
public interest. As noted previously, the Comr ssion approved
Custoner CHO CE™in 1997, and we have tw ce authorized its
extension. In this proceeding, the Comm ssion nust again review
the program and determne if it should continue. As in the past
ext ensi on proceedi ngs, the Comm ssion will direct the Conpany to
give notice to participants, and we will receive coments. W
will also direct our Staff to investigate the application and to
file a report.

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) This matter be docketed as Case No. PUE010350, and
that all papers filed in this matter be associ ated therein.

(2) No | ater than August 3, 2001, the Conpany shall mail a
copy of the followng notice to all custoners participating in
Custoner CHO CEM The notice nmay be in the formof a bill insert.

NOTlI CE TO COLUMBI A GAS OF VI RG NI A CUSTOVERS
PARTI Cl PATI NG I N CUSTOVER CHO CE™

Col unmbia Gas of Virginia, Inc.
("Columbia "), has applied to the Virginia
State Corporation Comm ssion for authority
to continue offering Custoner CHO CE™in the
Gai nesville area. This voluntary
experimental program



is now set to term nate on Cctober 1, 2001
Col unbi a Gas proposes to continue offering
Customer CHO CE®™as a voluntary experi nment al
programuntil the earlier of the date

Col unbi a i npl enents a pernmanent retai
supply choi ce plan approved by the

Comm ssion or Cctober 1, 2002.

Col unbi a proposes to continue offering
Customer CHO CE™ in the sanme area and under
the sane general terns and conditions. The
Conpany does propose clarifying the billing
dates for custoners enrolling and | eaving
t he program

The Conmi ssion is investigating the
application to continue the experinental
program as proposed by Colunbia. On or
bef ore August 22, 2001, any interested
person may file any conmments on the
application with the Cerk, State
Cor porati on Conmi ssion c/o Docunment Contro
Center, P.O Box 2118, Richnond, Virginia
23218-2118. Comments should refer to Case
No. PUEO010350.

The Conmi ssion nmay approve continuation
of Custoner CHO CESMas proposed by the
Conmpany or with nodifications w thout
further notice to the public.
COLUMBI A GAS OF VIRA NIA, | NC
(3) On or before July 23, 2001, the Conpany shall serve a
copy of this Order on all parties in Case No. PUE000284; on the
chai rman of the board of supervisors, or equivalent |oca
official, of all jurisdictions in which Customer CHO CE™is
of fered; and on all marketers participating in the program

(4) On or before August 16, 2001, the Conpany shall file

with the Clerk a certificate of mailing required by paragraphs



(2) and (3). The Conmpany shall include with the certificate the
nanmes and mailing addresses of those served as required by
par agraph (3).

(5) On or before August 22, 2001, any interested person
may file wwth the Gerk of the Conm ssion, at the address set
forth in the public notice, any comrents on the Conpany's
application. Comrents should refer to Case No. PUE010350. Any
mar ket er, governnent agency, political subdivision, or party to
Case No. PUEO00284 shall file wwth the derk an original and
fifteen (15) copies of any comments and serve a copy on counse
for Col unbia, Kodwo Ghartey-Tagoe, Esquire, MQuireWods LLP,
One Janes Center, 901 East Cary Street, Richnond, Virginia
23219-4030.

6) On or before August 27, 2001, the Comnm ssion Staff
shall file with the Clerk of the Conm ssion an original and
fifteen (15) copies of a report addressing any comments
recei ved, and maki ng recommendati ons on extending the pil ot
program and shall serve one (1) copy on counsel for Colunbia
and on any person that filed conmments as ordered in paragraph
(5).

(7) On or before Septenber 8, 2001, Col umbi a and any ot her
person may file with the Cerk an original and fifteen (15)

copi es of any comments on the Staff report.



